'Reverend. Samuel B. Kyles was the first witness at the guilty-plea hearing, (trans- 
cript, pp. 29 ff.) He lived at 2212 South Parkway East,Kemphias, was pastor of the 
Monumental Baptist ChArch, at 704 South Parkway Bast and had been a personal friend of 
King's for about 10 years. 

He testified that ing was to have been his dinner guest, that a t a few minutes 
before six King was "alive and in good health and in good spirits, the words ox Prosecutor 
Robert K. Dwyer's question. (TpO-1 ) 

Kyles identified the place he and King has been standing for "three or four minutes" 

by pointing it out on the scale model of the area made by the PEI. He said he had turned 

to his right "and got appriximately five or six steos away from him and I heard what I 
(T31-2) 

now know was a shot." When he saw the fallen, bl&eding King he rushed back to Room 306 

I 

"and picked up the phone to try to get an ambulance and I didn t have success at that 
because I think the operator had left. She must have heard the shot and come out." 

When King was taken to the Hospital ^yles remained behind to handle other details, 
like informing Mrs. A ing. 

He was asked if he had looked over toward the rooming house after tie shot. V sa i& ji e 
looked 

had because others were pointing "and we all looked in that direction." Dwyer interpreted 
this to mean toward the rooming house on the mockup, then asked "Do you eee area 

over there?" Kyles pointed on the mockup and asked " here?" Dwyer said "Yes," followed 
by "Rihgt in the back, did you look down in there, in that area?" Kyles responded, "Yes, 
I_looked over here because there were bushes and things. It wasn't clear like tids 
(indicating)." Kyles saw nothing moving in that area. {.ffflpfrl / { T 34-6) 

At the end ox the brief questioning, of about seven pages, Vies identified a picture 
as depicting the wound he saw on King and that at the funeral /which he attended, it 
was King ^ho was buried, (t.36) 

(note to self, pick up what %les volunteered on T 33 later) 

% Kyles' testimony it was established that the raictim was in fact Dr. *ing, that he 
had been shot, and that he had been killed, at approximately 6 p.m. on April 4, 1968. 




Chauncey Bs&s&g Eskridge, of Chicago, friend and lawyer of the victim, was next. 

(T38 ff) He testified to having been standing in the parking area below Room 306, right 
Solomon jones, 

behind/ the driver//////// of the limousine assigned to Dr. King/// "We both were on the 

lefthand side of the car, and Rev. Andrew oung was on the righthand side of the car." 

(T 39) Dr. King came out briefly, he testified to give a message, "Telle Jesse Jackson 
Rev. 

we are ready to go." (Jesse Jackson was head of Operation Breadbasket, another economic 

program based in Chicago. He also was a close friend and associate of Dr. xL ing. ) 

in 

"He went back in to put his shirttail and a few minutes later he came out with his 
coast on and put bis hand on the rail [of the balcony] and leaned over the rail and said, 
"Okay, start the car." Whereupon the sound came from my right ear and said 'Zing; "" 

Eskridge ±xx± was asked if he had looked toward the boarding house. He said he had. 
Asked if he had seen anyone moving he said he had not. (T40) He was at the hospital when 
informed that Dr. King was dead and he also was at the funeral. (T40,4l) 

Both witnesses were used to establish the fact that the dead man was to their know- 
ledge Dr. iV ing, the approximate time of the shooting and by inference the direction from 
which the shot came, the back of the rooming house. 

They were followed by the Shelby C oun ty H edical Examiner, Dr. Jerry T homas ^rancaseo 
(T42 ff). He testified to begigging to performs an autopsy on the body of ^r. King at 
8:47 p.m. //// (T4J>) and it to"what your examination reflected." 

"T^e examination revealed a gunshot wound to the right side of the face, passing 
tnrough the body into the neck, through the spinal cord at the base of the neck, with the 
bullet lodging beneath the skin near the shoulder blade on the left."(T44) 

He also testified to recovering and putting an identifying mark of what was described 
by both him end Dwyer as "a bullet."////// (T44-5) 

Y ^e gave the trajectory a s downward and from right to left. ($44-) What were 
described as his making "tests" consisted of his going to the scene of the crime and 
viewing both the motel room and the rooming house bathroom. His brief testimony ended with 
the brief conjecture/////////r,'p///////////////////////////// in the words of Dwyer's 

question, it was "consistent with the angle of the wound" for a shot to have come from 
that bathroom window. ($46') 
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The testimony of the medical ex a miner was to the possibility of a shot coming from 
the rooming house, based on his own observations of both the scene of the crime and the 
autopsy he had performed on the victim. 

Memphis Police Department Inspector M.S. Zachary followed. (l 47 ff.) He was then 
in charge of the homicide bureau, (oince then he retired and moved into Mississippi, 
below Memphis.) At the time of the crime he was in poloce headquarters. When informed of 
the shooting he went to the Lorraine Motel. % spent some time there, part of it in 
giving instructions that included taking photographs. He also detailed men to the area. 

(T48) He claimed to have been the one who found the bundle at Canipe's and to have d 

1/ BMi/itli/it /" put a £uard on it with instructions to let no one touch it or move it 
until we could take photographs of it."(T49) 

then identified the contents of the bundle and that about 10 p.m. he turned all 
but a" tee shirt andshorts over to the"//^/////Special Agent in Charge of the FB's Memphis 
office. Robert G. Jension Jensmn. (T50-3) 

Through this testimony the prosecution sought to establish a chain of evidence relating 
to the bundle and its contents, most importantly of the contents the rifle. 

Jensen was the last of the five lives witnesses. His testimony was also quite 

AY 

brief, of ffi eU jT . 'gft pages • (T54ff) (He also has since retirecU ^e is director of security for 
the Holiday Inns, based at the same Rivermonet Motel to which x 1nb had been taken after 
the ‘‘arch 28 violence.) 

A t about five minutes after six he was informed of the shooting, called Washington, 
was ordered to move into the case and by 6:30 p.m. had dispatched agents to this end.(T55) 

Jensen confirmed that Zachary had turned the bundle over to him. He testified to 
supervising tne wrapping of it and to having an agent "physically carry 
the material to the laboratory," meaning the FBI lab in Washington. (T^ 56) 

On the fx next day he assigned his agents "to make a canvas of the hotels and motels 
in Shelby County." As a result they located a registration in the name of Eric S. Galt 
at the Rebel Motel. The registration included the white Mustang. (T56-7) 

He also gave hearsay testimony to t acinf the rifle to Aeromarine in Birmingham, to a 
search for Galt in Birmingham 
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and, after the Mustang was found in Atlanta on April 11, to fur her investigations in 
Los Angeles and Mexico , based on ± items recovered in ■ the car and a i,J exican toursist 
sticker on it. (T57-8) Lat r the investigation extended to Canada and Portugal. (% was not 
asked about England) His testimony concluded with an affirmative answer to the question, 
"Did the investigation made by the P.B.I. culminate in the arrest of James Earl Ray?(T59) 
Percy Foreman and the prosecution had agreed to stipulations on the other evidence the 
‘■’tate would present if there had been a trial. These were narrated by James Beasley, 
then another Assistant District Attorney General. (T60 ff). 
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When I was in Washington 5/25/77 for another purpose I did not feel right so I 
went to C-HA. They did an EKG and told me it was normal. 

Yesterday , when 1 felt better than in some time , X walked more, more than 2 , 500 
yards or a mile and a half besides walking inside 25-50 minutes on two occasions plus 
odds and ends of walking around. About 1 :50 I walked about 1,000 yards. About an hour or 
so later I became aware of ^pight pressure feelings in the chest. No pain, no grabbing, 
just slight pressure feelings I attributed to tensions. They have continued without get- 
ting stronger, about the middle of the breastbone, Tlifri • 

shortness 

There has been no s hort n a w w^of breath, no difficulty talking. No trouble walking. 

1 have n-ot Nad any feeling of wooziness in six days after walking. Or anytime. 

The feeling of heaviness in the left arm has pretty much disappeared in the past few 

days. 

Infrequently earlier this year I had similar, sporadic and slight pressure feelings 
a. various points in the chest. There were only a few occasions, they disappeared soon and 
I attributed them to tension or anxiety. 
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After freezing the Secret Service out, for all practical purposes, the Jb'BU then 

negotiated its pre-eminence in the JFK assassination investigation. .On December 9,1963, 

J ames J. Rowley, the Secrect Service Director, wrote all his special agents in charge of 

field offices cutting of their investigations in deference to the FBI. An example of what 

thus meant is relate;; to whether or not Leo-e Lee Harvey Oswald had associates. The Secret 

Service was conducting an investigation of the literature Oswald scaxax distributed. ¥hen 

the FBI x 'ew Orleans Field Office learned of this it reported to FBI Headquarters, which 

spoke to Secret Service Headquarter. Secret Service directed its New Orleans office to 

official 

suspend that investigation. As a result there was no real investigation and the FBI was 
able to report falsely and incompletely on this to the Warren Commission. In its turn the 
Commission reported the FBI falsehoods as fact in ios iL eport. 




IaMmUmuJO 



7 / 14/77 -Although I recall no noctural legs discomforts for several weeks on awakening 
this monring there were slight discomforts in both legs. After I moved around a bit these 
wore off. But in moving around I became aware of an unsteadiness feeling. I was not dizzy. 
About 40 minutes after getting up I walked the approximately 250 yars to and from the 
mailbox, slowly. The return is slightly uphill. I felt a bit tired toward the end of the 
return trip. 






